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able stuff. A better way would be to
prohibit the publication of advertisements
of those undesirable medicines, because
the cessation of the advertisements would
stop their sale. He could not see why
any newspaper should publish advertise-
ments which offended against common
decency.

THEs ATTORNEY GNERAL: There
was no wish on his part that the opera-
tion of this clause should work harshly on
people who had stocks of patent medicine;
and if the Committee passed the clause, he
would insert a further proviso that it
should not come into operation till 12
months after the passing of the Bill. Some
unpleasant observations had been made
about the medical profession. The medical
profession in this colony or any of the.Aus-
tralian colonies was very much prejudiced
by the use and abuse of these patent miedi-
cines, hut had borne the thing calmly.
This proposal had not come from that
profession, but had been inspired from
another source. It was, however, quite
evident that the medical profession ought
to be protect-ed; and, above all, protec-
tion should be afforded for the public
health. Skilled men who devoted the
best years of their life to the medical
profession, for the benefit of the public,
should nct be set aside by these wretched
medicines.

MR. A. FORREST: A doctor would give
Epsom salts.
Tas ATTORNEY GENERAL -.Of course

he would, if required; but he would not
do so if a gentle stimulant were wanted.
The clause was really a good one, and it
would also bring in a little revenue.

M-a. WALLACE: If the operation of
this clause were delayed for twvelve, months
he would still oppose it.

Question-that the new clause be added
to the Bill-put and negatived.

Schedules (5) and title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.
THE SPEARER suggested that it would

be well to have the Bill reprinted, as so
many alterations had been made.

Ordered that the Bill be reprinted as
amended.

ADJOURNMEN T.
The Honse adjourned at 10.35 p.m. until

the next Tuesday afternoon.

Tuesday, 6th Seytember, 1899.

Papers presented-Petition (from British in-
vestors) : Dual 'Jitles on Goldfields-
Question: Perth Police Court, Fees
Received - Question: Ivanliue Venture
Company's Lease, and Alluvial 'Trouble-
Question: Kingsley Hall Reward Uold
Mine, and Nonforfeiture-Question: -Mes-
senger (additional) for Members,-Question:
Shorthand-writer end Type-writer f or
'Members-Motion: Government Boats at
Fremantle-Immigration Rebtriction Act
(1897) Amendment ll, first reading-
Shipping Casualties Bill: Select Com-
mittees Inquiry (motion)-Bankruptey Act
Amendment Bill, Recommitted and re-
ported-Public Education Bill, Recom-
mitted and 'sported - Customs Duties
Amendment Bill, second reading, debate
concluded, Division ; in Committee, re-
ported ; motion for Recommittal, Division
(negatived) ; third reading-Wines, Beer,
and Spirit Sale Amendment Bill, in Com-
mittee ; Division on new clause-Adjourn-
ment.

THE PRESIDENT tcok the chair at

4.30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYRS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the COONAaL SucRrrARr: Woods

and Forests Department, Report for
1897-8a; Perth Public Hospital, Report of
Board of Management for 1898.

Ordered to lie on the table.

PETITION: DUAL TITLES ON GOLD-
FIELDS.

THn PRESIDENT reported that he had
received a, petition from 110 mining comn-
panies in London, praying for an amend-
nient of the Goldflelds; Act.

Petition received, and read by the
Clerk.

QUESTION: PERTH POLICE COURT,
FEES RECEIVED.

Ho.-. F. WHITCOMBE asked the Colo-
nial Secretary,-1, What is the amiount of
fees received at the Perth Police Court in
respect of informnations end summionses
between February 1st, 1898, and the pre-
sent date. 2, When will the same, or
such portion thereof as is payable to any

Health Bill. [6 S.EFTEm:BxR, 1898.]
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person, be available for payment to the
persons entitled to the same.

Tim COLO'NIAL SECRETARtY (Hon.
0. Randell) replied:- 1 , £234 12B. 8d.
2, The fees are paid into the Treasury
weekly. No portion thereof is payable to
any person.

QUESTION: ]IVANHOE VENTURE COM-
PANYl'S LEASE, AND ALLUVIAL
TROUBLE.

Hoy. H. G. PARSONS asked the Colo-
nial Secretary,-I, Whether an interim
injunction, upon notice, was granted to-
day by the Chief Justice against the
Ivanhoe Venture Gold-Mining Company,
on the application of Burke and party,
returnable on September 14. 2, Whe-
ther, pending the decision of the dispute,
the Government intend to intervene.

Tni COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
0. Randall) replied:-1, It is believed
that an interim injunction was granted by
the judge in chambers on the ex parts ap-
plication of the plaintiff. 2. The Gov-
ernment has no intention of intervening,
so long as the parties proceed to assert
their alleged rights by legitimate means.

QUESTION: KINGSLEY-HALL REWARD
GOLD MINE, AND NONFORFEITURE.

HO0N. H. 0. PARSONS asked the Colo-
nial Seeretary,-1, Whether the Kingsley-
Hall Reward Gold-Mining Company
(985R), Smithfield, Broad Arrow, was
floated in August, 1896, on conditions
giving 60,000 fully paid shares to the ven-
dors, in full payment, and providing
Y20,000 working capital. 2, Whether
such capital was ever provided. 3, Whe-
ther the company was reconstructed with-
out sufficient notice to the colonial share-
holders. 4, Whether such reconstruc-
tion scheme provided for the cancellation
of all vendors' sharee, or any vendors'
shares. 5, Whether exemption was re-
fused by the warden to the new company,
in the interests of the vendors. 6, Whe-
ther forfeiture was recommended by the
warden in favour of the vendors. 7, Has
the Minister refused to endorse such re-
commendation, although the labour con-
ditions have not been complied with, and
the- vendors' holding is now necessarily
worthless. 8, Has the new company pro -
vided any working capital, or has it at-
tempted to sell the lease and machinery.

9, Under these circumstances, why has the
Minister refused to sanction the warden's
recommendation. 10, Whether, having
regard to such reconstruction, the Gov-
ernment will support an amendment to
the Act passed last session providing for
the enforcement of local share registers.

Tntx COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Randell) replied: -1, 2, 3, and 4,
There are no records in the Mines Depart-
ment of the internal arrangements of
mining companies. 5, The warden re-
fused to recommend an, application for
exemption. Such application was objected
to by Mr. M'Intyre on behalf of the origi-
na'i shareholders of the Kingsley-Hall
Reward claim. 6, Yes; forfeiture was
recommended by the warden in favour of
Peter Marshall and William Morgan
Kingaswood. 7, The Minister refused to
indorse recommendation, as be was satis-
fied that every endeayour was made to
comply with the labour conditions at the
time stated in the plaint. There is no
information in the Minister's possession as
to the value of the property. 8, See
answers to questions 1, 2, 3, and 4. 9, The
Minister's decision was arrived at after
due consideration of all the circumstances
brought before him. 10, The Government
are considering the question of making
provision that all companies should have
local share registers.

QUESTION: MIESSENGER (ADDIIIONAL)
FOR MEMERS.

HON. H. G. PARSONS asked th~e
Colonial Secretary,-Whether, having re-
gard to the fact that there are, no mes-
sengers available in another place for the
use of members of this House, a mesisen-
ger will be stationed there for the conveni-
ence of members of this House.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Randell) replied : -1 think we have no
right to station a messenger in "another
place" for the use of members of this
House. I would recommend the hen.
member to confer with the hon. the Presi-
dent on the matter.

QUESTION: SHORTHAND-WRITER AND
TYPE-WRITER FUit MEMBERS.

Hob. H. G. PARSONS asked the
Colonial Secretary,-Wbether a short-
hand-writer and type-writer cannot be
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provided for the use of member& of this
House.

TiE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Rszndell) replied :-I beg to refer the
hon. member to the lion. the President.

MOTUrION : GOVERN-MENT BOATS AT
FREMANTLE.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES moved:
That a return be taid on the table of the

Hcuse-(I) Showing the number of sailing and
pulling boats at Fremantle used by the Govern-
ment officers. (2) The cost of each. (3)
Annual outlay on each. (4) Purposes for which
each used.
Ht said he wished to ascertain, also, tht
number of days upon wvhich the boats
had been used during the last six months.
The Estimates would be under considera-
tion in a.short time, and he would then be
able to show that the expense in connec-
tion with these boats at Fremantle might
he curtailed considerably. As to the- boa-ts.
and steamers which were at the service!
of a number of Government officers at
Fremantle, he would not say they were
of no use to, the Government, but they
Were of very little use. In the old days
a Government officer was, content to go
out in a sailing-boat, and then the officials
had to gro longer distances; whereas now
these officers, had to go a shorter distance,
and yet they had steamers to go in.

Motion put and passed.

IN-MIG16RATION RESTRICTION ACT (1897i
AM-ENDMENT BILL.

Introduced by the Hox. F. Xi SToNER,
and read a first time.

SHIPPING CASUALTIES INQUIRY
BILL.

.SELECT COMMITTEEA tIQUIRY (MOTION).

l-.ox. R. S, HAYNES: The Committee
had met and taken evidence at consider-
able leng-th, and, from that evidence, it
would appear that the Bill would have
t be redrafted. The Committee had
Considered whether they should not
report that the Bil, ats ait present drawn,
was unworkable, and that it ought to be
withdrawn and another Bill introduced
in its pla5ce, He moved that the time
for brinjring up the report be extended
for a week, so as to enable the draftsman
to go through the Bill and imake the
amendmnents, which bad been suggested

by witnesses. The Bill had been badly
drawn; though he (Mr. Haynes) did not
say it was the fault of the draftsman, but
the person who gave instructions to the
draftsman did not give him sufficient in-
formation to go upon.

Motion put and passed, and the time
for bringing up the report extended for
a, week.

BANKRUPTCY ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
RECOMMITTAL,

Order of the day, for the third reading
of the Bill, read.

HoN. H1. S. HAYNES moved that the
Bill be recommitted, for the purpose of
considering clauses 52 and 53, There
would be no discussion on these clauses,
because those members who had different
views in regard to the clauses had come
to an understanding. There was a new
clause he would like to see introduced.
Under the present Act-, if a person he-
@nine insolvent and called a meeting of
creditors and appointed a trustee, the
trustee, in all good faith, distributed the
assets amongst the creditors, and the
debtor was thereby discharged; but if
the debtor became bankrupt within twelve
moinths, the trustee was called upon to
pay all the money so distributed into
court, An instance had occurred in the
court this week, in which a trustee had
been ordered to pay moneys, which he
had boa fide distributed under a, deed
of arrangement. A provision should be
miade by which a. trustee, who acted for
the benefit of creditors, should be pro-
tected.

Question put and passed, and tbe Bill
recommitted.

IN coMmTRnE.

Clause 52-Not to sell estate to pay
costs:

HoN., R. &. HAYNES moved, as an
amendment, that in line 4, after the word
"solicitor" the words "or agent" be rein-
serted.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 53-Solicitor's or agent's
charges:

Hoij. R. S. HAYNES moved, as an
amendment, that in line I the words "or
agent" he struck out

Bankruptcy Bill. 1457
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lox. W. T. LOTON: What arrange-
mient had been come to between, the par-
ties interested he did not know. He was
under the impression that all arrange-
ments should be made in the Rouse. In
the earlier part of the debate the prin-
uiple embodied in the clause under dis-
cussion cropped up, the question. being
whether an agent could appear for a
debtor in the matter of preparing a
sqvhedule and so forth; and it was decided,
by an amiendmient, that an agent should
be allowed to appear, on the ground that
what was wanted wag a clesr and concise
statement of accounts, It wa-s now pro-
1-oaed to strike out the words "or agent,"
:'nd it would appear that, while under
clause 4 , an. agent could appear, he could
not appear and be remunerated under
clause 53.

Row. A. B. KIPSON: It was proposed
by Mr. Haynes to submit a, further
amendment, allowing an agent reinunera-
tion for the work he did.

Row. W. T. LOTON: If that was the
intention of the clause, it met the objec-
tion, but he would like to know what
amendments were to be proposed.

RfoN. F. T. CROWDER: The conten-
tion of Mr. RI. S. Haynes originally
was that the clause gave power
to the ag-ent to do solicitor's worlk
aind chargre for it. That conten-
tion was questioned by himn (Mr.
Crowder), and to make the matter certai n
an agreement had been come to, solfar as
he and Mr. Raynes were, concerned, that
the-words "or agent" be struck out, and
that an amendment he subsequently
moved providing that all agents, perform-
ing duties in this matter of calling the first
meeting, should be allowed to charge for
the work done.

HoN. R, S. HArm~s: That was all that
was wanted.

RoZV< A. B. tKrnsoN: flat was all that
was wanted.

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. 'Haynes was rather
to blame himself for not having explained
to the Committee his full intentions as to
the amendments to be moved.

RfON. K .S. HAYNES: There was only
one member, so far as he understood, in-
terested in the Bill. As the word s " or
agent!' remained in clause t, thL~ ought
tc remain all1 round. Clause 53, as it
stood, allowed a, solicitor or agent, acting

under instructions, to make a, fair and
reasonable charge, but as to what was a
fair and reasonable charge, in the case of
an agent, there was no rule provided.
A. solicitor had to have his bill of costs
taxed, and, if he received more than the
amount on the face of the bill, he had im-
mediately to pay the balance into court.
Mr. Crowder had put the case very fairly,
and had evidently, in the first instance,
misunderstood his (Mr. Haynes's)) inten-
tion. On the understanding now arrived
at, the accountant could not interfere with
thev solicitor, epr vi .ce 'versa. He moved
that the words "or agent" be struck out.

Ho3w. W. 'T. LOTON: After the expla*
nation offered, he was in favour of the
words "or agent" being struck out.

Amendment put and passed.
HoN. R. S. HAYNES moved, as a

further amendment, that the following
words be added to the clause: -"And any
agent acting under instruotions of the
debtor in the calling of the first meeting
and preparing a. statement of affairs shall
be allowed a fair and reasonable charge
(to) be fixed by the Official Receiver) for so
doing- out of the first proceeds of the
estate."

Puit and passed, and the clause as
amiended agreed toa

New Clause:
RoyN. R. S. RAYNES moved that the

following new clause be added to the
Bill, to staind as No. 53 :-"- All public
officers now or hereafter to be appointed
for the purposes of the Bankruptcy Act,
1892, and this Act, shall in all things con-
cerning the performanice and carrying out
of their respective duties and powers
thereunder, and respecting expenses
chargeable by them against estates, be
under and -subject to the control and direc-
tion of the Attorney General, anything in
the Bankruptcy Act, 1892, and this Act,
to the contrary notwithstandinoy"

Put and passed, and the clause added to
the Bill.

Bill reported with further amendments,
and the report atdopted.

PUBLIC EDUCATION 13rr.
DECOUMTTAL.

RON. A. P. MATHESON moved that the
Bill be recommitted for the purpose of
considering clause 41. In that clause pro-
vision was made for the proprietor

[COUNCIL.] Public Education Bill.
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of a. private school, other than a
State school, to apply to the Minister to
have his school examined. When such
a school had been examined and passed
as satisfactory, the proprietor was entitled
to have it gazetted as efficient, and the
school remained on the efficient list until
the Minister chose to remove it, there
being, no provision for an examination
year by year. State schools had to be
visited twice a year and examined once a
year, and there was no reason why a priv-
ate school should be put on a more favour-
able footing than a Government school.
He miight state that it had been pointed
out to him there were. certain schools in
which the standard of education was such
as to reasonably entitle the establishments
to be placed on the list, although there
might be objections raised to their being
examined. If a school did object to, be
examined, it stood to reason that the pro-
prietors did not seek the benefits which
would follow from their being gazetted.
If the standard of education at such
schools was so thoroughly recognised that
they had no need to advertise, why should
these schools be inserted in the Gazette 1
The clause as it stood left a. loophole which
at some future time might be abused.

Question put and passed, and the Bill
recommitted.

IN COMMITTEE3.

Clause 41-All schools other than a
State or other school established under
this Act, may be found efficient:

Hots. A. P. MATHESON moved that
in line. 16, between the words "time"
and "cause" the words "-shall Once in every
year" be inserted.

Put and passed.
Box. k. P. MATHESON moved that in

line 1, page 10, the word "may" be struck
out, and "shall" inserted in lieu thereof.

Put and passed.
HON. A. P. MATHESON moved that in

line 5, page 10, all the words after "Act"
be struck out.

T~IR COLONIAL SECRETARY: Seri-
ous objection could be offered to this
amendment, which would very consider-
ably increase the cost and trouble of
aministering the schools. It mighit
fairly be assumed the Education Depart-
ment, and the -Minister controlling it,
would discharge their duty to the country.

Mlr. Hackett had drawn attention to the
fact that the amendment would affect
some schools prejudicially, but the Minister
could take steps to satisfy himself1 without
going to the expense and trouble of an
examination. The Minister could ascer-
tain in various ways whether a school was
keeping up to the standard disclosed at
the last examination; and the amendment,
if carried, would involve the appointment
of additional inspectors, owing to the dis-
tances to be travelled and the number
of schools to be visited during the year.
Unless very, strong objections could be
found to the clause beyond the mere fact
thatt a loophole might be left for laxity,
Mr. Matheson ought to 'withdraw the
amendment.

Hots. J. W. HACKETT: The amend-
ment, he hoped, would not be pressed.
Regulations for the arrangement and
classification of efficient schools were pro-
vided for under the new sub-clause of
clause 53. The regulations would have
to be laid before Parliament, and, as they
vould be published in the press, would

receive the fullest ventilation. The new
sub-clause to which he had referred would
give the House and the country ample'
means of seeing efficiency was maintained.
The Bill was wholly intended to deal with
public elementary education, but Mr.
Matheson wished to push it a stage be-
yond that, and apply the provisions to re-
cognised secondary schools of a more or
less public character. It was an absurdity
to ask the Government to go to the ex-
panse and trouble suggested, with the pre-
sent limited staff of inspectors--an ex-
pense which he trusted would be kept
down as low as economy demanded and
efficiency permitted. It was unnecessary
to compel inspectors to go to these second-
ary schools which were far advanced be-
yond the elementary school stage, and
were intended to take up the work of
education where the elementary schools
left off. He did nob suopose any of tie:se
secondary schools would a6vail themselves
of the services of an inspector, who would
only be sent to examine the pupils in
reading, writing, and arithmetic; and yet
it was proposed that if the authorities of
such schools declined to avail themselves
of the inspector, the schools were to be
declared not efficient. A, practical dif~-
ficulty to which the amendment gave rise

in committee.



1460 Public Education Bill, OUOL utosDte il

was that pupils would be declared not to
be attending an efficient school, and the
result would be a great deal of friction-
indigd, no Government would be able to
enforce the law. Children of, say, hon.
members attending one of these higher
schools, would, under the amendment, be
simply examined in those very branches
of knowledge which they had left behind
them in the elementary schools or in the
nursery. The amendment entailed work
on the Education Department which was
not desired, and which would simply cost
the Government money and trouble. He
hoped the amendment would not be car-
ried, as the clause gave the Minister a
certain amount of elasticity and discre-
Cion, which were of course subject to Par-
liament

Hou. A. P. MATHESON: The Minister
had either to depend on hearsay evidence
or upon examination, 1If he depended
ont hearsay, it was obvious that he migzht
be misinformed, and the school, about
which he might be misinformed, might be
placed oni the list in the Governinenr
Gazette. If a school-master wished his
school to be placed on the list in the
Government Gazette his school should be
examined.

HoN. J1. WV. HACKETT: That was pro-
vided for in the earlier part of the clause.

UoN. A. P. MA THESON : The Minister
was given the right to put a school on the
schedule without examination; that was
to say, on Mere hearsay evidence. The
Minister might act on any chance inforina-
tion that might come in his way and,
being satisfied by that evidence that a
school was efficient, in that happy-go-
lucky way the school could be placed on
the schedule of efficient schools. As this
clause read, it distinctly meant if the
Minister had certified that the school was
efficient without inspection, the school
was to he placed on the list in the Govern-
ment Gazette. He wvould be satisfied if
Mr. Hackett could show him that a
school would not be placed on the list in
the Government Gazette withhsut being
examined.

Amendment put and negatived, and
the clause as pieviously amended agreed
to.

Bill reported with an amendment, and
the report adopted.

CUSTOMS9 DUTIES AMENDMLENT BILL.
XECOND READING.

Debate resumed on the motion foz
second reading, and on the amendment
moved by the Hon. 0. E. Dempster thai
the Bill be read a second time this da)
six months.

fox. J. IV. HACKETT: I shall not
occupy the House more than a minute or
two on this question, as I desire to carry
out the spirit of my own wish, that this
matter should be dealt with as quickly aE
possible. Already this tariff questioi
has been held up too long for the good all
the country. There has been a disar-
rAngement of business and an interfer.
ence with trade, which have been shoswx
most unfavourably in the condition of the
customs returns this month and last
month. As this matter has been decide&
in another place, and the end of the con.
fusion being in Eight, the customs returns
appear to be improving every day. I
must oppose Mr. Demupster's amendmeni
that the Bill be read a secont
time this day six mouths, not be
cause I am altogether in favour a
the Bill, because a great deal of what has
been said in the House appeals to air
strongly. For my part, I should like t(
have seen the tariff left as, it was. I op
pose these frequent interferences with th(
tariff and increases of duties. My recorc
stands strongly in that respect. More
over, in regard to- this ]lills I am quit(
sure a remission of duties in connectior
with both live and dead meat will noti
benefit the consumer, but those who liav(
the control of. this trade, and for this
obvious reason: the trade is in so Ism
hands that it is very easy for an arrange
ment to be made to fix the price for thE
consumers or the trade. Further,I
would point out that duties have beer
collected under this Bill, and other duties
have been remitted in accordance witi
the resolution of another place, and thoas
duties which have been remitted woulc
have to be followed, and those collectec
would have to be returned if this Bill is
thrown out.

RON. A. B. KinsoN : They cannot bu
followed.

fox. J. W. HACKETT: I believe they
cannot be followed. I should not like t(
be the person sent in pursuit of them, and
givens a commission on the amount I co!

[COUNCIL.] Customs Duties Bill.
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jetted. We must remember thaqt on Bills
such as this depend the financial arrange-
inents of the year. The Government
have formed their estimates of revenue
and expenditure on the assumption that
this Bill would he carried. I would point
out that, in regard to this Bill, there hiab
been a remission of duties to the extent
of £E46,000 on food. The cry on the
goldfields and in other parts of the colony
has been for the remission of food duties,
and the Government have remitted duties
on food to the extent of £ 45,000.

How. J. E.. RICOHARDSON: The consumer
will not get it.

HoN. J. W. HACKETT: The question
is, who wvill get it?

HoN. A. B. KInSOx : The consumer wvill
get it in regard to frozen meat.

How. J. W. HACKETT: 'I think the
consumer may get that, although that is
very dubious indeed. The frozen meat
trade requires large capital to be invested
in it. People cannot send a. cable to
Queensland or to Sydney for a dozen
beasts, to be brought here. There is no-
thing of that kind done. A large amount
of capital is required to embark in this
trade, and if the capital is not forthcom-

ingl the business goes into other bands.
Slill, there has been a remission of
£e45,000, and I believe there has been
great rejoicing in one part of the colony,
where it is believed the consumer will
benefit. I may be wrong, but I believe
the consumer will not benefit. In any
case, it will do sonc good to some persons,
and, for iiy part, I believe that sonic
good wvill- be done to the revenue of the
country, which stands in need of all the
revenue that can be obtained. The object
of the Government was to balance the
revenue. They have remitted a good
deal, and they have had to look for some-
thing to make good the remissions. The
Government have taken certain articles
of large consumption on which to obtain
the revenue, and I think that if duties
arn- to be charged, they should be charged
on articles of large consumption, because
the cost of collecting the duties on these
articles would not be so great as that of
collecting the duties on a. larg-e number
of articles which are not largely con-
sumed ;therefore I think the Govern-
mnent have done the best of wvhat, I con-
fess, to my mind, is not a good job. Th iy

were bound by a pledge and the impulse
behind them, and they could not help
themselves. I am not prepared to take
upon myself the extreme responsibility
of voting for the aniendment. I shall vote
for the second reading of the Hill.

HoN. D. M'KAY: There are three
reasons why I shall not support theai amnd
muent submitted by Mr. flempster. If the
amendment is carried, it will probably
emrbarrass the Government to a, greater
or lesser degree. If the amendment is
carried, it wvill be opposed to the best
interests of the country, and the question
involved is not of vital importance.

How. C. I, DEMPSTER: I was in.
duced to move the amnendment after
reading the Bill, and coming to the con-
clusion that it would certainly be inadvis-
able to interfere with the tariff at all,
because it would not affect the revenue,
and would not benefit the consumer ; but,
upon careful reconsideration of the ques-
tion, I have arrived at the conclusion tha~t
it is undesirable for me to press my
amendment. There, are many reasons for
this :therefore, with the leave of the
Rouse, I ask permission to withdraw my
amiendmnent.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Tis; PRESIDENT: I would like to say

a few words on this question, as it is one
of those constitutional points upon which
thc, President might be expected to ex-
press his opinion. It is acknowledged by
all constitutional authorities that. the
question of taxation rests with another
place-the Assembly. The Bill has been
sent to us for the purpose of considering
a revision of the tariff. Under the Con-
stitution Act, this Chamber has the power
of remitting back to the Assembly any
question upon which we desire the
Assembly to reconsider their decision.
That, I think, is a right which has been
acknowledged by this House on all pre-
vious occasions. When this question has
arisen on fornir occasions, it has always
been admitted that we have this power.
I think, if members will allow me to say
so, it is rather straining the powers of
this House when a Tariff Bill ha" been
sent to u, to throw it out on the second
reading; and I ask hon. members before
voting to look at the question front all
points of view. Hon. members will not
be deprived of considering the items, and
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they will not be obliged to agree to all
the items in the Bill ; for they can send
back every item in the Bill to the
Assembly, and ask that body to re-
consider the luc-asure. I ask hon. mceIii.
hers to consider whether they are not
straining their powers to an extreme
point, when they raise a question which,
if carried, will have the effect of throwing
the Bill out.

Question-that the Bill be now read a
second time--put, and a. division take,,
with the following result: -

Ayes
Noes

... .. ... 13
6

Majority for..
Ayes.

Hon. H. Brigge
Hon. D. K . Cnngdon
Hon. C. E. Dijepter
Ron. J. W. Hackett
Hon. A. G. Jenkins
Hon. A. B. Kidson
Hon. W. T. Loton
Hon. A. P. AMatheson
Hon. D). McKay
Hon. C. A. Piesse
Hon. G4. Bandell
Hon. W. Spencer
Ron. K. McLarty

(Teller)

-. 7
Noes.

Hon. R. S. Haynes
Hon. H. 0. Parsons
Hon. J1. E. Richaxd on
Hon. F. M. Stone
Hon. F. iVitcMbo
Hoan. F. T. Crowder

(Teller)

Question thus passed.
Bill read Pa second time.

IN coMuri-rEE.
Clauses 1 to 5, inclusive-agreed to.
First schedule-agreed to.
Second schedule:
HoN. F. M. STONE moved that a sug-

gestion be sent to the Legislative Assem-
bly, that the first item, ("Cattle, including
bullocks, steers, cows, calves, D.o.e. 15e.")
be struck out, and that a duty of 309. be
inserted in lieu thereof. A duty of 15s.
would make no difference whatever, for
it would niot assist the consumer, nor
would it assist those who had cattle sta-
tions, whom we would all like to see pros-
per. He hoped b~on. members would say
that thoe who had stations in the North,
and who from time to ime had carried on
those stations with difficulty, should be
benefited. The 30s. duty would assist
them in a slight degree. The object in

bigng forward teBlwatobenefit
the consumer, but the consumer would not
benefit by a. duty of 15.

HON. J. W. HACKETT rose to a point
of order. Was it competent for an bon.
member to propose that an impost or tax
be increased? It was not within the com-
petence of a member in another place to
move that a tax be increased, without a
message from His Excellency the Gover-
nor.

HoN. B. S. HAYINES : This was not in.
creasing a duty at all. According to the
present customs law, the duty on cattle
was 30s., Iad the motion submitted by
Mr. Stone wvas simply to allow the duty to
remain accordings to the law now in exist-
ecec. We had a. perfect right to say tbat
this tax should be 30&., if we so desired,
and the President had informed hon.
members that we should have full power
to discuss every item in Committee. Later
on, he Fntended to move that a sugges-
tion be sent to the Legislative Assembly,
that the duty on galvanised iron be taken
off ; and he could not well ask the Com-
mittee to agree to take the duty off cor-
rugated galvanised iron, without making
provision in another direction. We bad
passed the second reading under It mis-
apprehension.

lion. W. T. LOTON: It would be en-
tirely futile to send a mesage such as
that proposed, to the Legislative Assem-
bly, for the reason that hon. members in
another place could not increase a duty
from 15s. to, 30s. without a message from
the Governor; therefore he asked the
Chairmant to rule whether that was not
the case. It would be competent for a
member to move that it be a suggestion
to the Legislative Assembly to decrease
taxation, but not to increase it.

HoN. R. S. HAmas: This was not in-
creasing taxation.

HON. W. T. LOTON: The present duty
was 15s., and it was proposed that the
duty should be Ss. It would not be com-
petent in another place to move such an
amendment.

THE CHAIRMAN ruled that the motion
of the hon. member (Mr. Stone) was out
of order. It was not competent for ths
Committee to send any suggestion to the
Assembly to increase the item.

HoN. E. MoLARTY said he would have
voted against the second reading, if he
had known that it was not competent to
amend the items.
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THE CHAIRMAN: This Committee
could not make any suggestion to in-
3rease taxation- That was his ruling.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: It was quite open
!or Mr. McLarty to move that progress be
reported.

fox. H. G. PARSONS said he had been
misled. It was competent, he thought,
From what several members had stated, to
move amendments to the Bill.

HON. F. WHITCOMBE moved that a
suggestion be sent to the Legislative As-
sembly that, in item 1 the words "cattle,
including bullocks, steers, cows, and
calves, n.o.e., 15s.," be struck out. That
would overcome the difficulty.

THE CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
was perfectly in order.

RON. W. T. LOTON: If the words were
struck out, it would simply mean no duty
at all on stock; and he did not know
whether that was the intention of the
Committee. It was desirable there should
be a duty on stock ; therefore, the words
proposed to be omitted should be, re-
tained.

How. J. W. HACKETT: What was the
present duty on cattle?

THE PRESIDENT: The present duty was
:30s.

HoN. 3. W. HACKETT : The same
point was again raised. The presentiduty
on cattle was 30s., and if that were struck
out the object wa--

RON. F. WFUrCOMus: To revert to the
original duty.

RONj. J. W. HACKETT: The hon.
member did not fall into the trap and
say that cattle would be free. The
amendment would leave the stock tax at
30~s. The Stock Tax Act would not be
repealed until this Bill became law; and,
if that wvere so, the motion really was
that stock should not be free, but should
pay a, duty of 30s&

HON. H. G. PARSONS: The Com'-
mnittee were not dealing with conjectural
effects under different Acts, nor waa the
object to lead hon. members into traps,
although he considered the whole House
had been led into a trap.

HoN. J. W. HACET: The hon. meni-
ber baited the trap.

HON. H. G. PARSONS: The object of
many hon.. members was to have a fair,
honest compromise, under which the stock
tax would remain, whilst the duty on cor-

rugated iron, building material, and
partW of machinery would be reduced.
Hon. members had, however, been misled
and entrapped; and it might be impos-
sible to arrive at a comlpromise, although
be still contended that a comipromnise -

Oight to be arrived at, if it were
possible. Government supporters wvere
surely not tnting in good faith. The
strongest supporters of the Govern-
ment frankly and cynically expressed
the opinion that the proposals em-
bodied in the Bill were no, remission of
the burdens, and that the measure was
only an attempt to mislead the country,
The Bill would benefit nobody in particu-
lar, but the Government had apparently
assumed that the Legislative Council was
morally bound to shut its mouth and take
no steps in the matter. He had had
very strong representations from people
in all parts of the goldields, and from agri-
cultural members, who had to pay duty
on parts of machinery.

THE CHAIRMAN: The item under dis-
cussion was not a tax on machinery, but
a tax on bullocks.

HON. H. G. PARSONS: People on the
goldfields would be glad to meet Lou. mem-
bers on the compromise which had been
suggested.

Hox. J. W. HACKETT: What was the
compromise suggested-to remove the
duty on animals?

HoN. I. S. HAYNES: There was no
compromise at all.

HON. H. G. PARSONS said he was sorry
he could not go into any traps laid
by Mr. Hackett.' Progress ought to be
reported, or the Bill thrown out ; Other-
'vise the right of veto possessed by that
Chamaber would be taken away on a tech-
nicality.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: The hon. mem-
ber had not yet told the Committee what
he wanted.

HoN. H. G. PARSONS: To keep the
duty on stock as at present would be best,
in the interests of all concerned, because
the reduction was not proposed in good
faith.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Committee ought to treat this matter as
one of some importance, and not raise
side issues. If the Committee interfered
with one item in the way proposed, they
would, to a certain extent, upset the whole
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Bill. An arrangement had been arrived
at to give a reasonable concession all
round. There had been an almost uni-
versal demandl for the reduction of the
food duties; and in the face of the im-
mense majority on the question in another
place, a distinct promise had been drawvn
from the Government. The population
on the goldfields, on timber Stations, and
in large towns, had been clamouring for
a reduction of the food duties; and the
present Bill was an honest effort to give
something at any rate, to those people.
It must be remembered that £45,000
wvas a. considerable amount to be taken

off the duties. The revenue of the coun-
try at the present time was not in a state
to allow a reduction of this kind without
countervailing duties. The Bill had cost
the Government a great deal of time,
thought, and trouble, and the result ar-
rived at was fair and reasonable to all
concerned. If some concession were not
made in the direction proposed, ft would
be impossible to, resist the demand which
might be made to go into the tariff ques-
tion as a wvhole, and, under present cir-
cumstances, such a step must be depre-
cated. Great disappointment in his
opinion, would result in various places,
if the tariff question as a whole were dealt
with. We were not ripe for such a dis-
cussion at the present time, and it would
be. better to wait. Every hon. member,
who represented constituencies of workers,
understood a reduction in the cost of liv-
ing was desired, and amongst the reduc-
tions of duties proposed, was that on stock,
including bullocks, steers, cows, and calves.
It meant a concession of 1.5s. to the con-
Sumer, and he was ndt prepared to admit
the public would not reap some benefit.

HON. W. T. LOToN: The Government
wvould lose the revenue, at any rate.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Government wm~ld lose a considerable
amount of revenue, which they would have
to wake up on other articles. He would
have Jiked to go into the whole question
raised by Mfr. Parsons, but he would con-
fine himself to the Bill. Producers in
this part of the colony had advantage:
which producers further north had not.
Here, producers were close to the market,
of which they could avail themselves with-
(jut expense, railways being close to the
rlace of production. People did not care

so much for frozen, preserved, or chilled
meat, so long as they could get fresh meat,
even if they had to pay more for the lat-
ter, because it had greater nourishing
qualities, and was more palatable. Any
amendment meant a disarrangement of
the whole tariff ; and he hoped hon. snem-
hers would take a reasonable view of the
matter, and assist the Government. The
spending power of the people-

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: And of the Govern-
ment.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
spending power of the Government was
certainly less. If the spending powver of
the people were less, then the spending
power of the Government must be less.

HON. R. S. HAYNxES: That was not the
fault of the House, but the fault of the
Government.

TaE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Hon.
members would, he trusted, give the Gov-
erment cordial support, because the Bill
meant no great burden on any class of
the taxpaying community. He appealed
to hon. members not to be captious-he
did not mean to say that they were cap-
tious-but he asked them to give their
cordial and generous support to, the tariff
which has been passed by the Legislative
Assembly without any very great con-
troversy oi- objection. He would not lay
too much stress on thefact, that the Lower
House, or popular House, had passed this
measure; yet, in his opinion, the decision
of the other Chamber ought to weigh with
hon. members. He wvould not for n
moment ask hon. members to forego any
of their privileges, responsibilities, or
duties. He only asked them, to carefully
consider the matter, and to support the
Government, who had made an honest
attenipt Ito meet a demand for a re-
arrangement of the tariff in certain par-
ticulars.

A AfMnws: The tariff did not say much
for the ability of the Government.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Any
tariff, framed by amy hon. member of this
House, could be found fault with from be-
ginning to end.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: According to the
Colonial Secretary, the Bill had simply
been placed before us to look at, and for
no other purpose. What were hon. mem-
bers supposed to be doing here? Did
we come toc discuss the Bill or not? if
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not, we could just as well have read the
Bill in our own hbmes. We were here
for the purpose of deciding whether we
should support any one clause in the Bill
-, not. The Colonial Secretary had said
that, inasnmuch as the measure had been
passed in another place, hon. members
should pay respect to the Assembly and
pass. it. If res~tdc1 had been paid to the
amendments made by this House, then
we might. respect the Bill. He remaem-
bered resolutions being passed in this
House whbich were not treated properly
in another place.

TaE Caanuwv: The hon. member must
not make hostile remarks.

HwN. R. S. HAYNES: The Colonial
Secretary had said that we should not de-
bate the Bill.

THE CoLOIAL SECRETARY said he cer-
tainly did not say anything like that.

Hozz. R. S. HAYNES: What was the
use of debating the Bill, if we could not
amend it? What was the use of say-
ing that the clause should not stand, and
then vote for it? The Colonial Secre-
tary had told hon. members who objected
to this measure to frame a better Bill,
but we were not paid to frame Bills. We
were here to look after our duties, and
to see that members of the Government
introduced Bills which we could pass.
Again, the Colonial Secretary said the
Bill had been arrived at by a compro-
mise. There were two parties to a&com-
promise, and where, was the party ink this
House who had been consulted?

Tim COLONIAL S6CnRETAr: "Compen-
sation" would have been a better word.

HoiN. R. S. HAYNES said that he could
not see that any compensation had been
given to the squatter or to the miner. It
was suggested that compensation would
go to the few, but were the interests of
all the colonists to, be sacrificed for the
purposes of a few individuals? He could
not understand the Colonial Secretary
saying that hon. members should not sug-
g-est or amend.

TnR COLONIAL, SECaRAR Said he only,
appealed to hon. members.

HON;. R. S. HAYNES: If we could not
make suggestions it was a. farce for us to
sit here. There had been a misunder-
standing on the second reading of this
measure. He did not think there was
any intention to entrap hon. members

into a false position. Still there had
been a misunderstanding. He was told
that the duty at the present time was lbe.,
but according to the Customs Dutiestict
in foe the duty was 30s. This Bill could
not become law until it had received tme
assent of His Excellency the Governor.
Hon. members who came from another
place had the, idea, that we should not
consider the Bill at all; but the influen-
tial and thinking portion of the commu-
nity were represented in this Chamber,
and the voice of the Ohaziiber on these
matters should be heard. HEe was return-
ed on the solemn pledge, which he would
keep, tha he would not assist in the
abolition of the stock tax.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON supported the
suggestion of Mr. Whiteombe, for the
reasons given by the Colonial Secretary,
who had pointed out that fresh meat was
distinctly a. luxury for the, rich, and that
frozen meat was what was eaten by those
who could not get anything better. He
felt most strongly that the rich could
well afford to pay what would be not
quite a, farthing per lb. more. It was a
trifling matter, but he was certain that
a farthing would not be felt by the con-
sumner. From a, comparison hbetween

the tax as applied to, cattle, and the tax
on chilled meat, he found that the pro-
posed tax on chilled meat would amount,
to three farthings a lb., whereas the tax
on cattle for slaughiter wvorked out about
a farthing per lb. ; therefore this sche-
dule proposed to tax the poor man's food
a halfpenny per lb. more than the rich
man's food. The squatting community
deserved all the assistance which we could
give them at the present juncture, and if
we could see our way to help thew we
should do so. It was clear that we would
not only be asssting the squatters, but
thme Government, in getting this itemn
struck out, and leave it to the Ilenki ers
in another place to deal with the ques-
tion again. The Colonial Secretary had
dealt with the manner in ws~hich we should
confuse the general schedule if we struck
tit one iteiii. Thle effct of strikir? out
one item would be that we should save
the Government, on the basis of last year,
£7,479. We were going to save that
amount to the Government, and ii, later
on, we suggested that the duty be taken
off frozen meat to ant equivalent amount,

in oommittee, 146sCustoms Duties Bill -
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we should adjust matters and not leave
the Government in any difficulty shout
the tariff. The amount in question
would be about £28,224, leaving the Gov-
ernment a. small margin to the good.

At 6.30 pm. the CiannNv left the
chair.

At 7.45 the CAIANa resumed the
chair.

HON. F. WHITCOMBE asked leave to
withdraw h~is amendment,

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Schedule put and passed.
Preamble and title-agreed to.
Bill reported without aendment.

Pna COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
that the report be adopted.

RECOMMTTAL (MOVED).
HONi. F. M,. STONE moved that the Bill

be recommitted, for the purpose of taking
into consideration the first schedule, which
provided for the repeal of the Stock Act
of 1893; and also for taking into con
sidera~tion the second schedule, Aniongst
the items which he desired to reconsider
were the duty of 15s. per head On live
stock, tho, duty of 2s. on pigsi, and the
duty of sLa 3d. on sheep), together with
tie duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem on
inachinery, and the duty of 20s. per ton
on galvanised iron. Under the mresen5
Stock Act a duty of 30a. was imposed on
bullocks, 2s, 6d. per head on sheep, and 4s.
per head on pigs; and the, proposed re-
commnittal was5 for the purpose of enabling
the Committee to consider whether they
preferred the stock tax to remain as at
present, or wvhether it. should be in acord-
:mnce with the second schedule of the Bill.
lie, therefore, purposed mocving that the
mien' "machinery, parts of, 10 per cent.
ad valoremn," be struck out.. If any imnn,
chinery on the gold fields, wanted replac-
ing, either through accident or through
heina wvorn out, it was necessarytosn
outside the colony for the parts, and he did
not think it was the wish of lion. members
that machinery of this character should
be taxed to the extent of 10 per cent., hut
should remain with a duty of .5 per cent.,
the same as machinery generally. Local
foundriea could not replace parts exce-it
at considerable expense, whereas, if the

oiia manufacturers of the machinery
were applied to,.the replacement could he
coinpleted in a very short flume aind at
considerably less cost than Would be the
ease in this colony. It was the wish orf
the Legislative Council that mnachinery
for the goldfields and for agriotdtural pur-
poses should not be overtaxed;j but tho,
item. as it stood would have the effect of
overtaxing these conumodities.

Hox,. A. P. Mimxo: If the motion
were carried, would the discussion he
limited to the itemns mentioned by Mr.
Stone, or could hon. members address
themsgelves to the second schedule grene-
rally?

RoyN. F. M. %TONE.: The recommittal1
of the whole Bill was moved. The itemns
were mierely mentioned as argumients in
favour of the recommittal.

HION. J. W. HsegxErr: These were the
flies thrown. out hr the hon. member.

THE PRESIDNTa: Standing order 170
dealt with the matter.

HON. J. W. Hmcgxrr: Had the Coin-
uuiittee to discuss the whole question over

R o-,. F. T. CROWDERa: What had that
to- do with the hon. member?'

THE CHAIR1MAN: The remark of Mr.
Crowder was scarcely in order.

lox. F. T. CROWDER: It wasi only a re-
mark across the table.

Amendment (to- recommit the BiUl) put,
and division taken with the following re-
SulIt;

Ayes

Noes
6

12

Majority against

Aye..
Hon. R. 8. HaynesI
Hon. A. P. Maftieann
Hon.J.. E. RitcbordscnI
Hon. F. 'M. Stone
Hun. F. WhLcomube
Hon. F. T. Crowder

(Teller)

Question thus rican

Voes.
Hon. R. lBrigga

Hon. D. K. Congdon
Honi. 0. 1E. iDempeter
Hon. J. W. Hackett
IA .on.A. G. Jenkins
Hon. A. R. 'Kidson
Hon. IV. T. Loton
Ron. DA iAlKay
Eon. K McvLarty
Hon. C. A. Pica,,
UInit. 4Randefll

Hon. WV. Spencer
(Teller)

tived.
Question-that the report be adopted

-put and passed.

[COUNCIL.] Recommittal Proposed.
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THIRD RSADZSO.

S4TANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.

The Standing Orders having been sus-
pended, on the motion of the COLONIAL
SECRETARY, the Bill was read a third time
and passed.

WINES, BEER, AND SPIRIT SALE
AMENDMENT BILL.

IN COMIUTTEE.

On the motion of the Honv. it. S.
HATNES, the House resolved into Com-
mtittee to, consider the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2 -Amendmnent of 57 Vict., No.

25, sec- 17:
Honk. A. B. KIDSON asked for an ex-

plianation of the principle embodied in the
clause. He failed to see why the bene-
fits of a. license under the Wines,, Beer,
a ind Spirit Sale Act should be extended
solely to women living apart or divorced
front their husbands. If a woman living
apart or divorced front her husband was
entitled to a. license, why should not a
w~oman who was married and living Wit i
her husband be entitled to it licensel
There was a Married Women's Property
Act in. force, and therefore why should
not a. womian he entitled to have a license
for a hotel which she. might ownlI He
failed to see- why any distinction should
be created, and why a woman living apart
front her husband should be entitled to
greater benefit than a, woman living with
her husbaind. He moved, as an emend-
inent, that the words "living apart or
divorced from her husband" be struck
out.

lion. It. S. HAYNES Said he could not
consent to the amendment; first, on the
ground that it was likely to wreck the
Bill. The measure only got through in
another place on the formier occasion

atrasrggle What position would a
tuarried woman living with her husband
bc in, if ehe could hold a licenseI Would
tle husband or the wife carry on the
Iisiness? It was; absurd that a womian
liritig with her husband should ue able
to hold a. license, and be the manager of
a hotel. If a. r.onan held a license, her
husband would mnanagre the hotel, and,
according to the present law, the true
licensee had to manage the hotel. If a
woman was living with her husband, then

her husband should take out the license;
hut if a. womian was living apart fromn
her husband, or was divorced, why should
she not be untitled to takce out at license
for a hotel to support herselfl

HoN. F. At. STO0NE : The intention of
the clause was that a married womann,
living, apart or divorced from her hus-
husband, should be entitled to earn her
living, but where a wife was living with
her husband this necessity did not exist.

Hox. A. B. Kws on : Supposing the
hotel was her own property?

HoN. F. M. STONE: Then she could
lease it to her husband, and he could take
out a license for it.

Amendiuent put and negatived, and
the clause passed.

New Clause.
HON. F. M4. STONE moved that the fol-

lowingr new clause be added to the Bill:
The fourteenth section of *Thle Wines, Beer,

and Spirit Sale Act, 1880, Amendment Act,
1886," shall be and is hereby amended by add-
ing thereto the words "nor to a sale of auy
liquor by such licensed person on a Sunday
between the hours of I. 'clock and 3 'o'clc
in the afternuon and 8 o'clock and 10 o'clock
in the evening of that day. A person shiall
not be deemed to be a bona fide traveller unless
the place where he lodged during the preceding
night was at least three miles distant from the
place where he demands to be supplied with
liquor, such distance to be calculated by the
nearest public thoroughfare."

He proposed to allow hotels to open on
Sundays between one and three in the
afternoon, and between eight and ten
o'clock in the evening. According to the
clause he proposed, hotels would open
after morning church Service,. and in the
evening, half ain hour after the iservice
c01ttitlienctd. There could be no objec--
tion to this cla-use on the wround that
hotels would be open during divine ser-
vice. From what. he had read in the
papers, Sunday drinking was going on,
and it appeared to him that it would be
better to legalise drinking within pre-
scribed hours than to allow the present
state of affairs to continue. It was au-
possible for the hotel-keepers to prevent
drinking on Sunday. A man went into
a. hotel, and, if he did not get sierved, he
w'ent somewhere else and obtained a
drink. At the present time a itan might
go, into a hotel and ay 'he was a traveller.
A policeman went in afterwards, and
found that the moan was not a bona-fide
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traveller, "-d the hotel-keeper was prose-
cuted. If hotels were allowed to be open
during prescribed hours, and a person
went to a hotel anad asked for a drink,
the publican could inform. that person
chat he could obtain a drink between
Zbe hours his house was allowed to he
open.

RON. J. W. HACKETTr: Did the hon.
mnember think this would stop illicit
drinkingI

Rox. F. M. STONE: It would, he
thought. In England hotels were al-
lowed to be opened between the times be
proposed in the new clause.

RON. W. T. Loran: What about the
early morning thirst?

Rox. F. 14. STONE: A1 man might
have drink at home for that, but it was
a the afternoon that mnen generally
wanted a drink. Those who had travelled
in England knew that the la-w was not
abused in any way there. In Scotland,
where hotels were closed during the
w-hole of Sunday, there was a considerable
;mount of drinking carried on.

Ro--. A. B. Kiwsox: Not in Scotland?
How. F. M. STONE: Yes, there was.

Rle had been staying at hotels in Scot-
land, and he had been into hotels there
aknd had seen the drinking that went on.
In Edinburgh a man could go into a hotel
and get a, drink at any time. In some
eases it meant this-he did not say :t
took place here, hut he had known this
to take place--a policeman went to a
hotel when the bar was full, and the
policeman simply got his glass of whisky
or beer and walked a-way again.

HON. F. T. Ogowosat: They took a
bottle, here.

HON. F. R4. STONE said he wats sorry
to hear it. He bad no~ experience in
this colony, but he had experience in Eng-
land and Scotland, and the opening of
hoctels. in England bad been a success. Re
had seen very little drinking in England,
bint in Scotland he saw a great deal.
Sunday drinking could not be put down
hiere, and why should not a man be allow-
Pd to have a glass of beer on Sunday if
lie wished? Because we could have a
siase of beer or whisky on Sunday, we
,.honld noL prevent the working inan gretr
iiag his drink.

RoN. C. A. PIfaSS: The working man
tould do as we did.

UON. F. 14. STONE: That meant the
wiorking man taking two or three bottles
of beer, or a bottle of whisky, home with
him ;but we did not want to encourage the
working man to drink. AI man would
often go into a hotel and have a glass
of beer and be done with it, but if he took
two or three bottles of beer or a bottle
of whisky to his home he would drink the
lot. It was impossible to stop Sunday
drinking. The publicans, could not pre-
vent the lawv being broken. There were
many publicans in this town who would
like to stop Sunday drinking, -but they
could not. We saw drunkenness on a
Sunday now, but if the hotels were alIlowed
to open, we would not see so much of
it. Men had now to drink on the sly.
At the present time the hotels were prac-
tically open all day on Sunday. The
hotel.-keeper had to see that he was not
caught, and he in consequence had to
kWep a number of men to prevent his be.
ing caught. In the old days, when this
wa a small colony, the hotels were al-
lowed to be open on Sunday, and thene
was no objection to it then.

Ttm COLONIAL SsorsrrAar: Yes.
Hon. F. M. STONE said he did not know

why the law was repealed. He had
no recollection of the reasons given for
thie repeal1 of it; the clause might have
been left out of the Act by mnistake. He
said, without the slightest fear of contra-
diction, that there waa not the slightest
objection to hotels being opened on Sun-
day in the old days. There was a strong
objection to Sunday-dlosing, because men
were defying the law, right and left, and,
by passing this clause, we would enable
publicans to close their houses uip to 1
o'clock,' then to open, for two hours, and
then to close up again until 8 o'cloc~k at
night, and then remain open till 10.
Re could not understand why persons ob-
jected to Sunday opening. Was it be-
cause those persons objected to Sunday
drinking? If so, why not pass a, law
that no man should drink at all on Sun-
day? It might be said that drinking on
S9-unday was breaking the Sabbath. He
could not see how it was breaking the Sab-
bath. We might as well say that a man
walking out for pleasust on ai Sunday
was also breaking the Sabbath.

TuE COLONIAL SECRETARY : It was carry-
ing on a business on Sunday.
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HON. F. M. STONE: It was not. It was
opening the public-houses for the conve-
nience of the public.

THE CowLON SEoaRrTAny: Then why
not open every other shop?

HON. F. M. STONE: If a, petition were
sent round in favour of Sunday-closing,
the hotel-keepers would be in fa~vour of
it. This was not a clause for the bene-
fit of the hotel-keeper, except that it en-
abled him to keep the law. It was for
the benefit of the public, w'ho wished to
go in and have,' a glass of beer or a glass
of whisky on a Sunday. The clause
Would assist the hotel-keeper in keeping
the law, because he could then inform
any person who wvent to his hotel for a
drink that he could get it at a certain
hour. The latter part of the clause pro-
vided that &. bon& fide traveller should at
least lodge on the previous night three
miles from the hotel where he called for
a drink; that wvas, any traveller who went
to a hotel between the houes which were
forbidden. This provision was also
taken from the English Aet. In the pre-
sent day a. man might get into the train
at Leederville and travel to Perth, and
he was then a traveller within the mean-
ing of the Act. He could go to a hotel
and produce his ticket and demand to be
surnlied with liquor That was what one
wished to stop. This provision had work-
ed well in England. Under another new
clause, which he intended to propose later
on, if any person represented himself to
be a traveller, and the hotel-keeper proved
in court that he boaa-/ide believed the
man was a traveller, the case against the
publican could be dismissed, but the
magistrate would order the prosecution
of the man who represented himself to
the publican as a travelier.

HON. F. T. CROWDER supported the
new clause, which had been on the Notic-t
Paper for a fortnight, during which time
hon. members had had ample opportun-
ity to consider it. There were many
sides to the question before the Commit-
tee. Sunday trading had been agritat-
ing the minds of the public for manny
years, and it was time the question was
settled one way or the other. He trusted
hon. mnembers would approach the ques-
tion with perfectly unbiassed minds.
Only a small minority of people in the
colony were able to keep a well-stocked

larder or cellar for their refreshment or,
Sundays, the great majority being com-
pelled to supply their daily requirements
from hand to mouth. 'The members o[
the Legislative Council belonged to the
first class, and was it fair they should pass
laws penalising the great majority of peo-
ple for no fault of the latter.

HON. C. A. Pins si: Question.
HoN, F. TP. CROWDER: The hoc.

member need not interject, because he
would have his opportunity of speaking
later.

THE. CnAIRHAN: Any member had a
rigyht, when a, representative was spea-k-
ingr, to interject the word "question."

RON. F. T. CROWDER explained hie
was only reminding Mr. Piess that
he would have an opportunity of speak-
ing later on.

THE CRIRnuAN: Yes; but the hon.
nmember was, perfectly in order in calling
"~question."

Hog. F. T. CROWDER: But was ii.
right an hon. member should interrupt?

THE CHIMAN-: It was not an interrup-
tion at all. Any hon. member had at
perfect right. to say, "hear, hear," o1,
"question," while another member was
making a speech.

HoN. F. T. CROWDER: The great
majority of people were penalised under
the present liquor law. To the, workingr
classes, who were the bone and sinew of
the colony, the daily beer was of as
much imiportance as thedaily bread; anl1
surely bon. members would not argu'
that, because one day in the seven we-'
Sunday, beer was less of a necessity oi.
that day.

HowN. C. E. flngpsnn: People couli
do without beer on Sunday.

Hog. F. TP. CROWDER: Sunday war
the day of rest, and, more than all, was
it the day of rest for the working in
The laws ought to be framed in such .9
way that working men could remain withi
their families on Sunday; and that could
be brought about by opening the hotel-
for certain hours on Sunday, so as to
enable the working man to procure hiq
beer and have it at home. It might be
urged that could be done uinder the pre-
sent Act; but let hon. members buy a
pint of beer on a., Saturday night and,
drink- it with their dinner on Sunday
If any person who did that did not lose
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his dinner, or require a doctor, he must
have a cast iron stomach. The drink
o! working people was draught beer, and
this must be consumed immediately otter
beingy drawn.

ffox. 11. S. HAYNES: Some beer was
U 03 before it was drawn.

Hox,. F. WunTcoMBa: Had hir, Haynes
.suffered much?

HON. F. T'. CROWDER? claimed to have
wade a study of this question in all its
bearings, and the conclusion he had come
to was that the present Act was most de-
moralising. It compelled men to break
a law to get that which was necessary.
Htow could a man keep his self-respect
when he had to sneak down back lanes,
ad through back doors, and, in many in-

stances, deliberately lie to the landlord,
before he could procure what he desired?
Such a state of affairs was most undesir-
able. The present lawv was not carried
out ; in fact, it was a dead letter, and
ought to be struck off the statute book.
Only a fortnight ago there was a long dis-
cussion in this House on an amendment
of the Police Act, the amendment speci-
ally referring to betting on racecourses.
It was then argued that, inasmnuch as the
present Betting Act was a, dead letter, it
ought to be repealed, and it was repealed;
and the licensing lanv WAS on all-fours. witle
the betting law. He did not see a re-
soectable man was breaking any law by
entering a hotel on Sunday and ordering
a glass of beer. A.man haduas uch right
to enter a hotel on Sunday and order a
drink, as to enter a restaurant and de-
mand his dinner. No Act of Parliament
could stop a wan from longing for chat
which ho had every day in the week, nor
could the law lead a man into a. better
w-ay, when the front doors of hotels
were closed on Sundays while the back
dcjouF were left open. Such, however,
was, the state of affairs under the present
Act. The sly grog-shops. of Perth and
Fremcantle were virtually the outcome of
the restrictions on the Sunday liquor
trade.

Hro. A. B. Kmrwoyv: Where wvere the

v go-shops?
How. F. T. CROWDER: There were

dozens of them, and the hoin. membnler
hnmv a lot of them.

H~lON%. A. B. Kiasox: All that was asked
for was information, steeing that the hop

member seemed to know a. great des
about the matter.

How., F. T. CROWDERI: Sly grog
shops were the outcome of the preseni
stringent Act. The working classes
finding it a trouble to obtain drink o'
Sunday, and having regard to the risk o
legal proceedings, looked for places wh~en
they could get their liquor without an:
trouble or risk, and they quickly found it
where the police could not find it-at the
sly grog-shops. The police knew, amn
non. neahlhbc'rs must have beard that a-'
end of bad spiriCwas being mnanufacturet
in this colony. The police could not fine
out where this bad spirit was disposed ei
but he himself fancied most of it found it
way to the sly grog-shops. The only wnq
to stop these shops was to allow hotels r
be open during restricted hours on :u
day.

HoN. A. P. MATESON: Did sly grog
shops only open on, Sunday?

HON. F. T?. CROWDER: Sunday wa
about the only day on which s,
grog-shops sold liquor ; at any ratt
it was on Sunday they did the bigges
trade ;and if hotels were open on Sur
days, sly grog-shops would not be able t
sell. Men would not go into hovels an
drink bad liquor, when they could go int
proper hotels and get. good liquor. T'
remove the present restrictions fror
Sunday trading would be trying no ne'
experiment. There was limited Sunda,
trading inx England, and, from what hi
could find from reading, drunkenness ha,
grreatly decreased since that law ha
come into force in the old ecountry. I
that were a, fact, and there was no reaso,
to believe that it was not a, fact, we
thia colony co'dd not be going so fa
wrong in giving a similar la- a trial hen
In granting this liberty to the sub jet
there would be no treading on the toe
of Sabbatarians, because the hours se
forth in the new clause would not inte
fere with people who were attendin
church. His knowledge of the license
victuallers of Western Australia, founde
oin an experience of over 20 years, showe
them to be a straightforward, honest lay
abiding clasm He was perfectly awar
that amongst them could he found sow
black sheep, but that could be saidt
every class of society. The licensed vie
tuallers, so far as he knew, aTiays el
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deavoured to uphold the law, but they
round it impossible to do, so in regard to
Sunday closing. In the first place, they
were compelled to supply bona fide travel-
lers with drink on Sunday, and how were
they to know who was a bona fide travel-
ler excepting hr taking his word I
As a rule, they took the traveller'R
word, and in many cases the police
stepped in, and at the expense of
£50 the public-an found that the
gentleman he bad served was not a, bona
fie traveller. Competition was as keen
in the hotel business as in any other buJ-
nesses. If a publican would not take the
risk of supplying on Sunday the cus-
tomers of his h6use during the week, these
customers took their trade, elsewhere.
Indeed, fromt whatever point of view the
present law was looked at-from the
point of view of the licensed beer-
sellers, or that of the consumer-
it was thoroughly demoralising. The
Premier, w-ho was a clear-headed, coin-
mon-sense mat had, ini reference
to this question, said that, so long
as a man behaved himself, there was no
reason why he should not be allowed to
g.et a glass of beer on a Sunday. The Tre-
flier went further and Raid that, go long
as a man behaved himself, lie saw no
reason why the law should interfere in
the matter. That was a common sense
view, and that was the view hon. mem-
bers should take. There was no reason
wshatever, so long as a man behaved him-
self, why he should not have a, glass of
beer on a Sunday, in the gaime way as on
any other day. No matter what law was
passed, there were certain classes of
people it would be impossible to please.
He referred to the people who, while
preaching temperance, were very in-
temperate in the way in which they
nnroached the question ;and those were
the people who, in their narrow-minded-
ness, condemned the Premier for his
straightforward, honest remarks in re-
gard to the Sunday closing question, He
trusted that members would give the pro-
posed clause a trial. If the clause did
not succeed it would be very easy to re-
peal it; but bie felt confident, from the
,study he had given to this question, that
ir restricted htours of trade were allowed
on Sunday, it would better the state of af-
fairs, now prevailing in Perth, Fre-

mantle and elsewhere, because there
wett~d be less drunkennel. The
drunkenness in Perth on Monday
morning was, in many instances, the
direct result of drinking poisonous grog
on the Sunday. The man who sneaked
into a hotel on a Sunday, as he had to do
at present, felt he might have no other
chance of a drink that day, and very often
took a drop too much. But in any case a
man had a perfect right to get bis beer
on a Sunday, the same as any other day.
Hon. members were all in a position to
keep, in their own houses what they re-
quired on a Sunday, and in the name of
justice and morality, he asked them to
pass this clause.

Ho-N. D. K. CONGDON supported the
new clause. Hotels were public con-
vcenee, and hon. members had been
told that now the public had to sneak
into the back doors of these hotels to
get what they required on a Sunday.
That was a very wrong state of affairs.
and he saw no reason why these restric-
tions should be thrown on consumers of
liquor. His own conviction was that
the fewer restrictions on the liquor traffic
the better for the consumer, and also for
the hotelkeeper. In London. the hotels
were onen during- certain hours on a Sun-
day, and he himself saw very little
drunkenness, either in London or in the
country districts of England. He re-
membered the time w-hen public ho~uses
in Perth used to be kept open on Sundays,
during certain hours, and he was speak-
ing only of what lie saw when he said
there was no greater drunkenness then
-in fact, he believed there was less
drunkenness than now.

HON. A. B. KIOSON: Before hon.
members pledged themselves to vote for
the new clause, they ought to consider
fully what the purport of that clause
really was. The clause opened the door
to what might be a very great evil. It
would enable public-houses and hotel
to he open for four solid hours on i
Sunday for the consumption of liquor:
and was such a state of things adviL-
able? He agreed with a. great deal that
had been said by Mr. Stone and Mr.
Congdon as to the difficulties surround-
ing this question. The sfeguarcb
which existed to-day were practicalk-7
abortive. That was the conclusion he
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had come to, Dot in a. moment, but after
a long acquaintance with the Act and
with the manner in which it had worked.
Persons whko regarded the question froDm
an unbiassed standpoint could come to
na other conclusion thou that, by some
ineans, the present, evils ought to be
chocked. This Sunday opening ques-
Lion should not be looked on in the light
of a benefit to the working class or to
the hotel keeper. The question wats,
"ild it lessen the evils which existed
at the present time?

Hox.. D, Ki. CosopoN: It would be q

public convenience.
Hox. A. B. 1(1050K: It would be a

public convenience to a certain extent,
but, at the present time, bona fide travel-
lers could obtain w-tat they wanted on a
Stuiday. What wits really wanted was to
cheek the evils of secret Sunday trad-
ing. The hours proposed by Mr. Stone
were too long, and would have the effect
of creating a. very large amiount of
drunkenness. It was not pleasing to con-
template the number of persons who
would take advantage o-f the opening of
public -houses, for the long hours pro-
posed, when they ought to devote their
time to their families at homne. Somte
remnedy was necessary, and public houses
should be kept open on Sundays for a cer-
tai i time in order to do awa-y with the
pres4ent difficul1ties. Instead of men being

aloedts ait p~resent, to drink in secret,
public houses ought to be open for such a
Htie as, in the opinion of Parliatment, was
fair and reasonable, but four hours was
far too long. The argument used was
that public houses should he 'open to en-
able working men to obtain their beer, hut
it struck him as rather an anomaly that
working mnen should require two hours in
which to obtain beer to take home.

ffbs. F. WHSTOOMBE: It was not rpro-
po!sed to open the public houses for the
convenience of only one mian.

Hox. A. B. KIOSON: But everybody
dii1 not go to the samne hotel. The longest
period which be felt justified in supuorting
was two hours, anid before sitting down he
intended to submit an amendment in that
direction. He did not take the same view-
in regrard to the necessity of the
nnnerinent as did Mr. Stone, but on the
ground of expediency he considered it
bctter that the light of day should be

let in on Sunday drinking. No -1o111i
drinkingf on Sundays did take place
secret, and it was anlost impossible fe
the police to obtain convictions; and whc
convictions were obtained in the poli
Court, in nine cases out of ten there was a
appeal to the Supreme Court. the poli
were disheartened, and the result was tht
Sunday closing of public-houses. was nc
obiserved. Sooner than have the !j.
state of aftairs--when magistrates Yvet
heard stating, there was more drunkm
ness on Sunday than any other clay--

foN. F. WISITOOMBES: Owing to the ri
strictiomis,

RON. A. B. KIOSON : Somethin
ought, to he done to relieve the evils bi
had indicated; and it could not do muc
harm to open public houses for two horn
on Sunday, if the penalties in conneotio
with a breach of the law were made ver
severe, not only on the hotel keeper, bt
also on the customer who got drink afttE
hours. The provision as to bona fio
travellers was practiciffly no good, hi
cause all who wanted drink would ua
they had travelled the statutory thre
miles, and it would be impossible to gc
a conviction. The amendment he ii
tended to move was that the hours. fe
opening public houses on Sunday shoul
be from 1 o'clock till 2 o'clock in th
afternoon, and from 8.30 to 9.30 in th
evening.

HON. JR. S. H1Ancs,7s: The hours ougli
to be 8.30 to 10 o'cock in the evening.
Tha COLONIAL SECRAnR: Then th

public-houses would be open just as pet
ple were coming out of church.

fox-. A. B. KID SON offered to alte
the amendment so as to provide the
public-houses on Sunday should be ope
from nine to ten, in the evening; thu
the opening hours would be outsid
church hours. It must not be forgotte
that hon. members had conscientiou
scruples about public-houses being ope,
during church hours, and these scniple
Oluzht to be considered. No doubt hotel
iiht ha allowed to remain open unti

half-past ten on the Sunday evening, hu
the anicndment went far enough, anai
seemed to be the only way out of th
present difficulty. Neither the publi

nor hotel keeners could complain
houses were allowed to remain opei
during the hours he had suggested. H
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moved, as an amendment, that the
words, "three o'cock in, the afternoon
and eigrht? be struck cut, and that the
words,9"two o'clock in the afternoon and
nine" be inserted in lieu thereof.

THEa COLONIAL SECRETARY : In
Western Australia before 1872 public-
houses were allowed to keep open from
one o'clock to three o'clock on Sundays,
and under these circumstances a state
of aff airs arose, not only in the city but
in other parts of the colony, which be-
came a discredit to the community.
Men, who did not want dinner beer,
were induced to visit public-houses in
fact, he doubted very much whether any
men did go for dinner beer. Men rushed
into the public-houses knowing they had
only two hours in which to enjoy then)-
selves. The result was that no person
could go throuzh the streets of the city,
even in St. George's Terrace, without
meeting drunken men. Public opinion
was aroused, and a Committee anpointed,
of which the President of the Council
(Sir Georgye Shenton) was a member;
and that Committee after careful inquiry
recommended that public houses should
be closed on Sundays. Every publican
in Perth signed a, petition to have hotels
closed ; and what he had now stated was
the history of the present Act. There
was no doubt, however, that within the
last few years secret drinking had been
catrried on, though for a, long- time the
Sunday closing law answered atdmirably.
There were hotel-keepers in this city who
never sold a glass of beer to anyone ex-
cept lodg-ers or those whom they knew
to be bona fide travellers. In England,
the hon. member must have gone abou;
with his eyes shut. Many years ago
public-houses were closed in England
during divine service ; and it wats the
practice of the churcbwardens, in the vil-
lage where he (the Colonial Secretary)
lived to steal out during, church hours
and go in at the back doors of the hotelq,
and the churchwardens always found men.
in the hotels drinking. Some peopie
loved to drink on the sly. They could
get a drink after church hours, but th -wj
would go and drink on the sly durin~g
church hours. If this clause becam'-
the law the publican would have a dii.
culty in, iettiur, rid of men who went
into the hotel during the hours it win,

open. People would remain on the
premises. They would not be satisfied
with one hour's or two hours' drinking,
therefore the opening of hotels would be
an evil. This was distinctly a retro-
grade step. Public feeling was growing
on the question of the observance of the
Sabbath. His own opinion of the Lord's
Day, as it was called, was that it was
the charter of our liberties. It had
done a great deal for the country, and
the observance of that day would do a
great deal more yet. Hotel-keeping was
a business that had always been con-
sidered by the Legislature, and politi-
cians, and statesmnen, as requiring some
restrictions, It was such a trade that,
unless restricted, and unless carefully
guarded, and watched aver, would be-
come detrimental to the best interests
of the, community. We should restrict
the trade within fairly reasonable limits.
It was said that we could not make people
sober by Act of Parliament- His an-
swer to that was that we could not make
people honest. by Act of Parliaxnent, yet
we pagsed laws to punish men who steal,
or who committed many other offences.
The argumient in favour of opening pub-
lie houses in the interests of the people
would not hear investi ration. It was not
in the interests of anyone to go into a
hotel on Sunday to drink, or to encourage
a man to leave his family and go to a
public house bar and take a, drink, which
was followed by another drink, till the
nian could not find his way home. That
man was robbing his family of his earn-
ings. It was, said this new clause was
in the interests of the working- men. He
did not think it was. Some working men
for the sake of something better to do
drifted into hotels. Re (the Colonial
S9ecretary) went about town on Sunday;
and he could point to several hotels where
the law was broken. Some hotels were
conducted in a proper way. The diffi-
culty would be overcome if we took away
from the publican the obligation of sup-
plying the liquor to bnn fide travellers.

HoN. R. S. HATNEs: The publican was
not bound to sell to travellers.

THEs COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
publican was.

HoN. 1R. S. HAYNEvss: Not liquovr.
Tnz COLONIAL SECRETARY said

from his reading of the Act the pnblican
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was compelled to. If bhe was not there
was no justification for opening the hotel
at all on a Sunday. There was no logical
rea son for ado-vting such a clause a this
proposed. If we allowed hotels to open
on a Sunday, why should not the black-
smith and the carpenter work on a Sun-
day? Why should not the grocer, the
draper, and the butcher carry on their
trade on the Sabbath? Why not open
the banks and the insurance offices:

HoN. R. S. HAirvss: And the printing
offices for instance.

Tin COLONIAL SECRETARY: Un,
fortunately the printing offices did carry
on their business, and he did not think
there was any necessity for it. He was
afraid the Legislature were responsible
for some of the work done at the news-
paper offices, inasmuch as it was neceis
sary to print Haneard on a Sunday.
There had been a request in another
place that Hansard should be published
weekly ; and that necessitated what he
considered an improper practice of print-
ing on a Sunday. The opinion of the
country was opposeld to, the opening of
hotels on the Sabbath, and that principle
was growing. He entirely agreed with all
thoseo who thought that there was no neces-
sity, either in the interests of the publi-
cans or the working men that hotels
should be opened on Sunday; aud if
hotels were not compelled to serve travel-
lers that lessened the reason for opening.
With regard to carrying out the law,
there had been some laxity, hut he did not
know who was responsible for that. Mr.
Kidson had said that some of the convic-
tions obtained in the lower courts bad
been quashed in the higher courts.

Hox. R. S. Hi-n,-s:- Very few of them.
Tim COLONIAL SECRETARY said he

regretted that there had been an expres-
sion of' opinion from some quarters, in
this city in favour of hotels being allowed
to serve customers on a Sunday. If we
allowed hotels to open we should place a
dang~er in the way of honest publicans
who desired to keep the law. Public
houses, as a rule, were open from 6 colock
in the morning in the summer time until
11I celock At night.

Hox. 'R. S, HAm-Es: Twelve o'clock in
places.

TnE COLONIAL4 SECRETARY: That
practically meant, that persons employed

about A, public housea-the publicsn, his
wife, his servants, and his barmen-had
to attend at least eighteen hours a day
in the hotel. We passed a. Bill
through this House only lately, limit-
ing the hours of labour to eight
hours a. day in certain trades; and now we
were asked to add to the eighteen hours
which those engaged in public houses
worked, by addingother hours on Sunday.
His own idea was that the publican should
be relieved from selling at all on a Sun-
day except to his boarders. If he were a
publican be would place the public house
in the hands of somebody, And go away
on the Sunday, so that the temptation
placed before him to open his hotel would
not be irresistible. If he (the Coloniatl
Secretary) had his will he would soon put
an end to this drinking on a Sunday. He
wvould place a policeman in charge of the
bar on a. Sunday, and thus take, care that
no drinkingr was carried on on the Sab-
bath. He would lock the bar up and place
a policemnan in charge. He was afraid
the millennium had not come yet, and
therefore he might be expecting too
much, but there were ways in which the
liquor trade could be restrained. If the
law were carried out and public opinion
were aroused it would have a very great
effect indeed upon Sabbath drinking. It
had been mentioned by Mr. Congdon that
the opening of the hotel was in the finan-
cial interests of the publican : but he (the
Colonial Secretary) did not think anyone
desired to increase his substance by vio-
latingz the law or trading on a, Sunday,
because the publican, was trading; 'he was
selling his wares. The temperance bodies
were not the only people who were op-
posed to the opening of hotels. There
wag a. large section of the community -who
were opposed to it. Those who had famni-
lies, and who had been in this color
bearngo the heat. and burden of the day,
and who desired to rear their children to
become useful citizens, opposedi it, as it
was seriously detrimental to them. He
asked members to pause before they fol-
lowed a member who proposed that Pub-
lic-houses in this country should be open
for four hours on a&Sabbath day. It was
only misleading, to expect that drunken-
ness would he diminished hr the cnurso4
proposed, which, in fact, would nce ad-
ditional temptations in the wav, and

[COUNCIL.] in commitlee.
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make it more difficult for the publican to
clear his house at the hour appointed.
He urged the rejection of the clause in as
forcibly a way as he could, and with the
utmost sincerity, a an old resident of the
country who had seen both sides of the
question.

fox,. F. WHITCOMBE: The Colonial
Secretary did not appear to be stating
a historical fact, when he stated that the
opening of hotels on Sunday led to in-
crease of drunkenness.

Tan COLONIAL Sscanzar: Itwashisex-
perience of the city of Perth helhad laid
before the Committee.

HoN. F. WHITOOMBE: If that "-as
the experience in Perth 25 years ago, the
experience of older countries was that
where restrictions were most removed
from the sale of liquor, there was the less
drunkenness. In countries where hotels
were absolutely thrown open from week
end to week end, there was less drunken-
ness than where hours were limited. And if
the Colonial Secretary had taken trouble
to look into the question he would have
found that was a fact, although he was
now shaking his head in the most solen
manner. It was to be regretted the Col-
onial Secretary sought to compare Perth
or Western Australia of to-day with
Perth or Western Australia of 1872. The
people generally, or the working classes,
at any rate, were now of a much better
moral standard, and in every way more
respectable than they were 25) years ago.
A very large portion of the community
at that time were those who had lost
that self-respect which kept a man
from drunkenness. Under the clause
proposed, the publican would have
no greater difficulty in getting rid
of persons in his hotel at closing hours
than bie had under the present law. If
it were known that penalties were to be
increased for trading during prohibited
hours, there would be less difficulty than
was anticipated by the Colonial Secretary.
The persons who would frequent hotels
on Sunday would not be the class the
Colonial Secretary feared, but would be
in all probability the regular customers
of the house during the week, who looked
on the house as a, sort of club. 'The
clause would enable people to convert
the hotel into what would be more of
a club than was possible under the pre-

sent law. Most bon. members of this
Chamber had places of resort on Sunday,
partaking in almost every respect of the
nature of hotels, wnere they could obtain
anything they required. A large pro-
portion of the population of Perth con-
sisted of the working classes who were
most of them in lodgings, and, if the
clause were passed, these people would,
in a limited sense, have the privileges
of a club, which at present were only en-
joyed by well-to-do people who could ob-
tain refreshments all night and nil Sun-
day if they wanted. The opposition to
the amendment wvas more due to the opposi-
tion to the class wvhich required the legisla-
tion than to any desire to maintain so-
called Sabbath observances. If Sabbath
observances were the only question to
be considered, that could be better ob-
tained by allowing certain hours during
which refreshments could he had, than by
prohibiting the sale of drink altogether,
and thus f'orcing- people to surreptitiously
obtain what they wanted. One way of
meeting the difficulty would be the estab-
lishment of similar institutions to these
of the social club, but that of course was
impossible; and the simplest way offered
was that contained in the clause.
If the clause were passed, it would
be necessary, or, at any rate, desirable,
to amend section 61 of the original Act,
and make the penalties for Sunday trad-
ing more severe, extending them to the
consumer as we-. as to the vendor. The
late Sir William Fox was one of the most
prominent temperance advocates in the
colonies, and, after many years considera-
tion of the question, he came to the
opinion that Sunday trading could never
be put an end to, and he went so far as
to advocate the opening of hotels% on
Sundays during limited hours, while
grently ,ncroasirg the !Ienales Fir
breaches of the law. Had the suggestion
of Sir William Fox been adopted, the pre-
sent difficulty of Sunday trading would not
have arisen, because the sale of drink
during prohibited hours would have been
absolutely unknown. As to the large
public opinion of which the Colonial
Secretary had spoken, it was pretty
well known it camne, to a con-
siderable extent, from an association
which bad its domicile in a large buildina

Iin Barrack-street. People imbued with
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the ideas of 1872, and prior to that, who
had been brought up to l-ellieve that no
more was required on the Sunday than
a solemn walk from home to church and
back again, were not inclined to allow
other people any mbcre privileges than
they wished themselves. Anybody
brought up with those ideas would be un-
willing to allow any more liberty to men
of more recent ideas. But it was neces-
sary that the colony should march with
the times, and, if the population had to
be kept here in peace and quietness, they
must be given what they in reason de-
manded, or, at any rate, some advance
miade towards them. The Sunday open-
ing of public houses had been demanded
for many years in the other colonies, and
had been obtained in England. The
publicans did not ask for Sunday open-
ing, except as a protection for themselves.
Every hotel keeper in Perth and in the
country was pestered from comparatively
early on the Sunday morning until a late
hour in the evening to supply refresh-
ment to customers.

HON. 0. E. DEMPSTER: They would be
better without it.

HoN. F. WHITCOMBE: The people
themselves were the best judges of that.
If there were not these public demands
hotel keepers would not desire Sunday
opening; but, as the demand was there,
they desired to protect themselves. If
a similar demand were made in the case
of drapers, or any other trade, by cus-
tomers as a whole, no dbubt a measure
would be brought forward to that effect,
and probably carried without any trouble.
There would not be the same conscien-
tious scruples against selling drapery
goods as were found against selling
liquor.

Tnc COLONIAL SECRETARY:t There were
better arguments than that used against
Sunday trading.

HON. F. WHITOOMEE: There might
be better arguments on different subjects.
The evil of the present method of Sun-
day trading could not lie denied, and he
was glad to see the principle of the
new clause had been accepted, even by
the supporters of the amendment to that
clause. The principle of Sunday open-
ing had apparently been agreed to, no
one with the exception of the Colonial

Secretary having suggested the principle
was wrong.

Tim COLONIAL SECRETARY: Hon. mem-
bers should be given time to express their
opinions.

HoN. F. WHITOOMBE: Judging by
what had happened in the past, there were
hon. members who would rather give a
Silent vote than express their opinions on
this question. Four hours was by no
means, too long to allow hotels to be open
on the Sunday. He would prefer to see
houses allowed to open at an earlier
period of the day, say, during the morn-
ing. Two hours at a time was not too
long if a house had to be, open at all,
and it seemed to be admitted that public
houses should be open for the purpose
of meeting the demands of the public. It
was not with the idea of gain that publi-
cans, for the most part, indulged in the
present illicit traffic. If a vote were
taken of all the publicans in Perth, none
he believed would be even in favour of
Sunday trading, provided means could be
found whereby an incessant demand by
customers could be stayed. Publicans
would no doubt like to have Sunday to
themselves, but they were afraid to leave
their premises lest their servants, through
want of caution or knowledge, committed
a breach of the law, and so made them
liable to penalty.

Tus COLONIAL SECRETARY: A publican
could lock his house up.

HoN. F. WHITOOMBE : And then
lodgers who wanted beer for their dinner
would not be able to get it. He wanted
to give the publicans a certain amount
of freedom. He felt satisfied that a ma-
jority of members would take one step
in advance and meet the demand made
by a considerable portion of the com-
munity.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: Hon. mem-
bers who had spoken had not convinced
him that the remedy proposed was going
to be any cure for the evil which existed.
It had been pointed out that an unfortu-
nate state of affairs existed, and that hotel
bars were very largely filled through the
hack doors on Sunday. Mir. Stone sug-
gested that hotels should be allowed to
open during certain hours. That would
not prevent the bars being crowded in the
morning through the back door. Mr.
Wbitcombe was the only member who
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had the courage of his opinion; and he
went the whole hog. Mr. Whitoombe had
stated that, to meet the case, hotels
should be opened in the morning as well;
and he (Mr. Matheson) cordially agreed
with him. If hotels were to be used, we
should go in for a wider class of legisla-
tion than that proposed; but when we
come to face that proposition, hon. mem-
bers were aware that public feeling would
not permit any such legislation to be car-
ried through ast all. The result was that
the promoters of this amendment were
forced to confine the hours to a few in the
afternoon, which would not remedy the
evil, but would only give as a result a
number of people flocking to a~ hotel dur-
ing two or three hours in the afternoon;
and there would be a great probability
of beastly Scenes in the streets afterwards.
He was still o-en to conviction, if hon.
members could convince him. As to the
bond fide traveller portion of the clause,
he could not for the life of him under-
stand why a man who travelled three
miles should be considered a bond-fide
traveller.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: A man was a
bona-fidA traveller without that.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: Anyone who
took a ticket from anywhere and travelled
a short distance was a bona-fide travelier.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: A man did not
want to take a ticket at all.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: A man
might have gone a short distance.

HON. R. S. HAYNS: From here to the
next street would be Sufficient.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: It was per-
fectly clear to his mind that if a person
travelled three miles he was not a bona-
fide traveller. He was not a bona-/ide
traveller to the extent of requiring liquor.

HON. A. B. KIDSON: Supposin1g a, Man
walked that distance.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: Then he did
not require a drink.

HON. A. B. KIDSON: He might, on a. hot
d ay.

HON. A. P. MATHESON said he did not
see that would improve the position in
the least. Who was to be the arbitrator
to test the statements of so-called travel-
lers? How was the publican todo it? The
publican would he in the same position
a% be was to-day.

RoN. A. B. KIDSON: Liquors wvere sold
on the steamers.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: That was so,
he believed.

HoN. A. B. XrnSON: Why not sell in a
hotel, then?7

RoyN. A. P. MATHESON: iere was
no reason whatever.

Ho, . A. B. KIDSO 4: Then the hon.
Member was supporting the amendment?

Hoy. A. P. MATHESON said he was
not in favour of opening the hotels on
Sunday for two hours so that there might
be a. rush. Mr. Whitcombe had said,
keep the hotels open all Sunday. That
was a logical position to take up. To
open for two hours was not logical.

HON. A. B. XmDsoy: Hall a, loaf was
better than no bread.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: But the
half a loaf in this case, would represent
no end of drinking, because people would
rush into the hotels and fight. for their
drinks.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: As the law
stood at present the proposed new clause
would not make much difference to the
publican or anyone else. The question
of Sunday opening had agitated the pub-
lic mind to a considerable extent; but
we might as well try to mix oil with
water as to make those who had views
one w ay think in the, opposite direction.
It was perfectly immaterial to him whe-
ther the new clause were passed or not.
The Bill had been introduced for a certain
purpose, and he did not care wvhether
this now clause was passed or not.
By the present law the definition of a,
traveller was most unsatisfactory indeed.
A person who went to a place a short
distance from his home for the, mere pur-
pose of the walk was not a traveller, but
the man who wvent to an inn for refresh-
ment in the course of a, journey, whether
on business or on pleasure, whether on
foot or otherwise, was a traveller. A
person was a traveller if he was out in
pursuit of health or pleasure, but not if
he went abroad for the purpose of going
to a public house, and if a, publican had
reason to, believe, when he supplied the
refreshment, that he was supplying a. tra-
veller, he ought not to be convicted. A
person who was taking a ticket for a
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journey by railway at the usual time be-
fore the starting of the train was a tra,
yeller within the meaning of the Act.
Persons arriving by train at a railway
station distant a mile, from the town in
which they resided, and persona resident
in the town Who went to, the station for
the purpose of meeting the train were
travellers. These were the definitions
of travellers which had been decided by
the court. These decisions had been
given in England. In no inst~nce with-
in his knowledge-and he had a pretty
good memory of the cases which had been
decided-bad the court set aside a con,
viction of a magistrate for Sunday trad-
ing. In cases of selling without a -
cense the court had upset convictions,
but in no instance had the Supreme
Court set aside a conviction for Sunday
trading within his knowledge. If the
Committee proposed to limit the distance
and made the distance three miles for a
bona fide traveller, then the Committee
ought to open the hotels during certain
hours.

Roy. C. E. DEMPSTER: Nothing of
a beneficial character would come from
Sunday trading. He agreed with the
remarks of the Colonial Secretary with
regard to drinkin on Sunday. Sunday
was a day of rest; and it should be a
day of rest to the publican and all his
employees, who required as much rest
and relaxation as anybody else. There-
fore we should be wrong in allowing the
publican to sell on Sunday.

Box. F. T. CROWDER: It was impossible
to give the publican rest.

Ho,;. C. E. DEMPSTER-: If the publi-
can was not compelled to open on Sun-
day he would have rest.

Box. F. WHsITCOMBE: What about his
boarders?

Roy. F. M. STONE said he was willing
to accept the amendment proposed by
Air. Kidson.

Amendment (Mr. Kidson's) put and
passed.

New clause as amended put, and divi-
sior, taken with the following result: -

Ayes ... .. . . . 7
Noes .. . . . .-. 5

Majority for ... ... 2

Ayes.
Hon. H. Briggs
Eon. F. T. Crowder

Eton. R. S. Haynes
Hon. A. B. Kidgon
Hon,. F. A1L Stone
Hon. F. Whitecinbo
Ron. W. Spencer

(Teller)

Noes.
Hon. C. E. DJempster
Hon. W. T. totoa
Hon. C. A. Pimno
Hon. RI McLnrty
Hon, G. Randell

Cfenlerl

Question thus passed, and the clause
added to the Bill.

Progress reported, and leave given
to sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at

until the next day.
9.50

Ifkfislatrt assethkg,
Tuesday, 6th September, 1898.

Papers 1 ,resented-Question: Gold Export and
Divulging of Information--Question: Fre-
mantle Harbour Works, Dredging-Ques-
tion: Peak Hill Goldflelds Company,
Charge against Warden-Reappropriation
of Loan Moneys Bill, in Committee (re-
sumed); Third Schedule, Division on item,
Mount Leonora Railway Survey; pro-
gress reported-Adjournment.

THEr SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30
o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAP'ERS PRESENTED.
By the PREmiER: Perth Public Hos--

pital, Report for 1897-8.
Ordered to lie on the table.
By the MINISTER OF MNS: Kingsley

Hall Reward Gold Mine, Papers re Non-
forfeiture. The MINISTER stated that
these papers, being required by the De-
partnient, should be returned at an early
date.

Tha SPEAE said bom. members
might inspect the papers, but that they
need not be formally laid on the table,I


